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THE  ACT  OF  INCORPORATION 


OF  THE 

NORTHERN  BAPTIST  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 


Commonwealth  of  31assachusetts.  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Northern  Baptist  Education  Society. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  that  Daniel  Sharp,  Lucius  Bolles,  Ebenezer  Nelson,  James 
D.  Knowles,  Bela  Jacobs,  Cyrus  P.  Grosvenor,  Howard  Malcom, 
Henry  Jackson,  and  John  B.  Jones,  together  with  such  others  as 
are  or  may  hereafter  be  associated  with  them,  are  hereby  formed 
into  and  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of 
the  Northern  Baptist  Education  Society ;  and  they  and  their  suc¬ 
cessors  shall  be  and  continue  a  body  politic  and  corporate  by  that 
name  forever. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Society  may  have  a 
common  Seal ;  by  the  name  aforesaid,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and 
may  choose  such  officers  and  make  such  by-laws,  not  repugnant  to 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  promotion  of  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Society  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  made  capable  in  law  of  receiving  any  grants  or  de¬ 
vices  of  lands  or  tenements  in  fee  simple,  or  for  a  less  estate,  and 
also  any  donations,  or  bequests  of  money  or  other  personal  estate 
which  may  have  been  made,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  by 
any  person  or  persons  whatever,  and  to  use  and  improve  the  same 
for  the  purposes,  and  according  to  the  directions  herein  mentioned : 
Provided,  that  the  said  Society  shall  at  no  time  take,  hold,  or  pos¬ 
sess  in  real  or  personal  estate,  a  greater  amount  than  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  upon  a  just  valuation. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  grants,  donations,  devices 
and  bequests  of  any  real  or  personal  estate  to  the  said  Society,  not 
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exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  $60,000,  shall  be  used  and  im¬ 
proved  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  annual  income  thereof,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  annual  subscriptions  and  contributions  which  shall 
be  made  to  the  said  Society,  shall  be  applied  annually  to  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  such  young  men  in  their  education  for  the  ministry,  as  the 
Society  shall  determine  to  be  fit  subjects  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Society,  when  they 
shall  deem  it  most  for  their  advantage,  may  sell  and  dispose  of  in 
fee  simple  or  otherwise,  all  or  any  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to 
them,  and  invest  the  same  in  funds,  or  may  apply  their  personal 
estate  to  the  purchase  of  real  estate  ;  and  the  income  of  said  real 
or  personal  estate  shall  be  applied  to  the  objects  for  which  said  es¬ 
tate  was  given. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  deeds,  grants,  covenants, 
and  agreements,  to  be  made  for,  and  in  behalf  of  said  Society,  shall 
be  executed  under  the  common  seal  of  the  same,  and  signed  by  the 
President  and  Secretary. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said  Northern  Baptist 
Education  Society  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  the  lawful  suc¬ 
cessors  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Baptist 
Education  Society,  incorporated  the  tenth  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen ;  and 
shall  succeed  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all 
the  duties  and  liabilities  of  said  Executive  Committee,  except  so 
far  as  the  same  are  varied  or  altered  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  parts  of  the  said  Act  pass¬ 
ed  on  the  tenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed,  so  far  as  the  same  are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  this  Act  shall  be  altered  or 
repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  5th,  1S30,  passed  to 
be  enacted.  W.  B.  CALHOUN,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  March  6th,  1830,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

SAMUEL  L  AT  DROP,  President. 
March  8th,  1830— Approved.  LEVI  LINCOLN. 

A  true  Copy  of  the  Original  Act. 

Attest,  EDWARD  D.  BANGS, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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ORIGIN  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

It  appears  from  the  preceding  Act  of  Incorporation,  that  the 
Northern  Baptist  Education  Society,  are  the  lawful  successors 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Baptist  Education  Society. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Massachusetts  Baptist  Education 
Society,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  held  the  17th  of  September 
1829,  appointed  a  committee  to  obtain  such  alterations  in  the 
charter  and  constitution  of  that  Society  as  would  enable  it  to  be¬ 
come  more  efficient  in  its  operations.  This  proposed  alteration  in 
the  plan  of  the  Society  was  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Education  Society  to  originate  some  mode  of  operation,  which 
should  meet  the  views  and  the  exigencies  of  the  several  North¬ 
ern  States.  They  wished  not  to  change  the  original. design  of  the 
* 

Society,  but  so  to  enlarge  its  territorial  boundaries,  as  to  secure  a 
hearty  co-operation  of  at  least  all  the  Northern  States,  in  the  no¬ 
ble  enterprise  of  ministerial  education. 

The  Massachusetts  Education  Society  had  taken  a  burden  which 
they  were  not  able  to  bear.  Ministerial  education  at  the  time  of 
its  formation,  was  so  rare,  and  so  little  appreciated  in  churches  of 
their  denomination,  that  the  Society,  confined  as  were  its  territorial 
limits,  and  scanty  as  were  its  means,  determined  to  assist  in  acquir¬ 
ing  a  suitable  education,  every  worthy  candidate  who  might  apply 
for  their  patronage,  let  him  come  from  what  section  of  the  country 
he  might.*  This  work  the  Society  diligently  and  vigorously  pros¬ 
ecuted  until  1S29,  when  the  number  of  their  beneficiaries  amount¬ 
ed  to  50,  to  be  provided  for  at  an  annual  expense  of  $3750.  This 
number  of  students  the  Society  might  undoubtedly  have  sustained, 
but  numerous  applications  continued  to  be  made  at  every  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Board.  They,  therefore,  saw  the  necessity  of  form¬ 
ing  a  Society  which  should  cover  the  whole  ground  ;  that  while  it 
educated  all,  it  might  derive  means  of  support  from  all,  and  might 
call  into  vigorous  and  healthful  action  all  our  churches  in  this  great 
and  good  work. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  held  Sept.  17,  1829,  was 
adjourned  to  the  29th  of  October,  of  the  same  fall,  to  meet  at  the 
Baptist  Meeting-house  in  Newton,  at  which  time  the  committee  on 
the  charter  and  constitution  were  requested  to  report. 

*  The  Massachusetts  Education  Society  have  aided  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  young  men,  who  have  been  inhabitants  of  at  least  eleven  different  states  of 
the  Union. 
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In  October, the  Society  met  according  to  adjournment, and  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  charter  reported  certain  amendments, which  were  adopt¬ 
ed.  A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  petition  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  at  their  next  session,  for  a  new  Act  of  Incorporation. 
This  committee  petitioned  the  Legislature,  as  they  had  been  in¬ 
structed  by  the  Society,  and  obtained  an  Act  of  Incorporation, 
which  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1830.  On  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  the  petition¬ 
ers,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  1st  Section  of  the  Act  of 
Incorporation,  and  their  associates,  met  in  the  Lecture-room  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  Boston,  and  accepted  the  charter,  which  they 
had  recently  obtained  from  the  Legislature.  They  also  adopted  a 
Constitution  and  By-laws,  and  appointed  the  first  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  on  the  26th  of  May.  The  Constitution  and  By-laws, 
after  some  experience  and  much  deliberate  counsel,  have  since 
been  revised,  and  are  now  published. 


PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

As  the  lawful  successors  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
Education  Society,  the  Society  have  succeeded  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  that  Society,  and  are  made  subject  to  all  its  duties  and 
liabilities.  The  funds  of  the  Massachusetts  Education  Society  have 
become  the  property  of  the  Northern  Baptist  Education  Society, 
and  consequently  the  beneficiaries  of  the  former  Society  have 
become  the  beneficiaries  of  the  latter. 

The  annual  income  of  the  Northern  Baptist  Education  Society, 
arising  from  permanent  funds,  is  not  far  from  $900.  The  number 
of  beneficiaries  is  now  57,  to  be  supported  at  an  annual  expense  of 
$4,275.  New  applications  are  made  at  every  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  Board.  At  the  last  quarterly  meeting  six  were  received,  and 
at  the  quarterly  meeting  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  September, 
it  is  expected  that  a  much  greater  number  will  make  application. 
These  also,  if  the  funds  of  the  Society  will  admit,  will  be  received, 
if,  on  examination,  they  shall  be  found  to  sustain  the  requisite 
character  and  qualifications. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


The  Society  convened  in  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  Federal- 
Street  Baptist  Meeting-house,  on  Wednesday,  May  2G,  1830,  at  3 

o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  Lucius  Bolles,  D.  D.  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Rev.  Mr.  Welch,  from  Warren,  R.  I.  opened  the  meeting  with 
prayer. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Baptist  Education  Society, 
Rev.  E.  Nelson,  reported  to  the  meeting  the  transactions  of  that 
body  from  the  last  annual  meeting  in  September,  up  to  the  late 
change  in  its  charter  and  constitution. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Choules  of  Newport,  R.  I.  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chase  of  Vermont,  the  Secretary’s  Report  was 
accepted. 

The  Treasurer  of  that  Society,  also,  Mr.  John  B.  Jones,  report¬ 
ed,  and  the  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Professor  Ripley,  of  Newton  Theological 
Institution,  seconded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Knowles,  of  Boston,  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  desirable  to  secure  the  cordial  and  vigorous 
co-operation  of  all  our  brethren  in  the  Northern  States  in  the  be¬ 
nevolent  labours  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Going,  of  Worcester,  seconded  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  of  Charlestown  : 

Resolved,  That  while  we  entertain  a  grateful  sense  of  the  Divine 
goodness  in  regard  to  our  various  seats  of  learning,  the  churches  be 
earnestly  requested  to  remember  them  in  their  supplications  to  God, 
and  especially  in  the  exercises  of  the  monthly  concert. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  cho¬ 
sen  by  ballot,  and  then  the  Society  was,  on  motion,  dissolved. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

NORTHERN  BAPTIST  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE  I.  The  exclusive  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  to 
aid,  in  acquiring  a  suitable  education,  such  indigent,  pious  young 
men  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  as  shall  give  satisfactory  evidence 
to  the  churches  of  which  they  are  members,  that  they  are  called 
of  God  to  the  gospel  ministry. 

ART.  II.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society, 
by  paying  into  its  Treasury  annually  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  or  a 
member  for  life,  by  paying  at  any  one  time  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars. 
All  persons  now  Trustees  for  life  of  the  Massachusetts  Baptist 
Education  Society  shall  be  life  members  of  the  Northern  Baptist 
Education  Society. 

ART.  III.  The  officers  of  this  Society,  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice  President,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  a  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary,  Treasurer,  and  six  Directors,  to  be  elected  annually,  by 
ballot,  who  shall  together  constitute  a  Board  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  six  of  whom  when  regularly  convened  shall  constitute  a 
quorum. 

ART.  IV.  The  Board  shall  take  charge  of  the  pecuniary  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Society ;  appoint  necessary  agents  ;  receive  applica¬ 
tions  of  candidates,  and  judge  of  their  qualifications;  determine  on 
the  place  where  beneficiaries  shall  pursue  their  studies,  and  the 
length  of  the  time  which  they  shall  devote  to  study  ;  make  appropria¬ 
tions  to  beneficiaries ;  and  generally  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board 
to  watch  over  the  interests  and  perform  the  business  of  the  Society. 
The  Board  shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  annu¬ 
ally  make  a  report  to  the  Society. 

ART.  V.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  and  other 
property  belonging  to  the  Society,  and  make  investments  of  the 
same,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  in  the  safest  and  most  productive 
forms,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  ;  make  payments  of  money 
from  time  to  time,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Board,  and  annual- 
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ly  render  to  the  Society  a  written  account  of  all  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  within  the  year,  of  the  amount  of  its  funds,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  invested.  The  Treasurer’s  account,  be¬ 
fore  it  is  submitted  to  the  Society,  shall  be  audited  by  a  committee 
annually  chosen  for  that  purpose.  The  Treasurer  shall  also  give 
to  the  Board,  whenever  they  request  it,  a  particular  account  of  the 
state  of  the  Treasury,  and  whenever  the  Board  require  it,  he  shall 
transfer  all  the  property  of  the  Society  which  may  be  in  his  pos¬ 
session,  to  the  auditing  committee. 

ART.  VI.  Any  State  Society,  which  shall  adopt  the  essential 
principles  of  this  constitution,  as  the  basis  of  its  own,  may  become 
a  constituent  Branch  of  this  Society. 

Section  1.  Every  such  Branch  Society  shall  appoint  its  own  offi¬ 
cers;  raise  its  own  funds;  examine  and  admit  candidates;  assign 
to  beneficiaries  their  place  of  study,  and  make  appropriations  to 
them  for  their  support. 

Sec.  2.  Each  Branch  Society,  when  its  receipts  are  not  equal 
to  its  expenditures,  shall  be  entitled,  on  application  to  the  Board,  to 
draw  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Parent  Society,  if  the  funds  of  the 
Society  will  admit,  an  amount,  if  needed,  equal  to  one  third  of  the 
annual  receipts  of  said  Branch.  And  further,  if  the  beneficiaries 
of  any  Branch  Society  are  still  unprovided  for,  the  Board  may 
have  discretionary  power  to  appropriate  an  amount  greater  than 
one  third  of  its  annual  receipts. 

Sec.  3.  When  the  annual  receipts  of  a  Branch  Society  exceed 
the  amount  of  their  expenditures,  whatever  sum  remains  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  Parent  Society. 

Sec.  4.  The  Parent  Society  shall  appoint  the  third  person  of 
the  examining  committee  in  each  Branch  Society. 

ART.  VII.  The  President  and  Secretary  of  each  Branch  So¬ 
ciety  shall  be  ex  officio  honorary  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Pa¬ 
rent  Society,  and  shall  have  a  right  to  sit  and  deliberate  in  all 
meetings  of  the  Board. 

ART.  VIII.  The  Society  may  appoint  a  discretionary  number 
of  honorary  Vice  Presidents. 
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ART.  IX.  Any  person  may  become  an  honorary  Life  Director 
of  this  Society,  by  paying  into  its  Treasury  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  shall  have  a  right  to  sit  and  deliberate  in  all  meetings 
of  the  Board. 

ART.  X.  Sec.  1.  Any  Society,  which  shall  contribute  annu¬ 
ally  to  the  funds  of  this  Society,  shall  be  considered  as  an 
Auxiliary. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  of  any  Auxiliary  Society  which  shall 
contiibute  annually  to  the  funds  of  this  Society  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  shall  be  an  honorary  Vice  President 
of  this  Society. 

ART.  XI.  The  Directors  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies 
which  may  occur  in  their  own  body,  until  the  next  annual  meeting. 

ART.  XII.  The  President,  and  in  his  absence  the  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident,  shall  have  power,  at  the  request  of  three  Directors,  to  call 
special  meetings  of  the  Society. 

ART.  XIII.  The  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Board  may  direct,  unless  the  Society 
shall  have  otherwise  determined. 

ART.  XIV.  Any  alterations  may  be  made  in  this  Constitution 
at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a  vote  of  three  fourths  of 
the  members  present. 
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OF  THE 

NORTHERN  BAPTIST  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

1.  The  Board  shall  meet  quarterly  for  the  transaction  of  busi¬ 
ness,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  June,  September,  December,  and 
March.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  the  written  request  of 
two  Directors,  by  the  Secretary,  who  shall  send  a  notification  to 
each  member. 

2.  The  Board  shall  appoint  two  Standing  Committees,  one 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  advise  with  the  Treasurer  concerning  the 
investment  of  funds;  and  another,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  afford 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  advice,  whenever  he  shall  request  it, 
and  to  perform  such  other  business  as  the  Board  may  direct. 

3.  The  Board  shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  their  proceedings, 
and  annually  make  a  report  of  the  same  to  the  Society. 

CHAPTER  II. 

Of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

1.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspond¬ 
ence;  take  measures  for  increasing  the  funds  of  the  Society,  and 
do  whatever  else  the  Board  may  deem  important  for  the  prosperity 
and  usefulness  of  the  Society. 

2.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  make  himself  as  exten¬ 
sively  acquainted  as  possible  with  the  churches,  that  he  may  have 
opportunity  for  ascertaining  the  character  and  qualifications  of  those 
whom  the  Society  would  wish  to  patronize. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  hold 
correspondence  with  the  students,  and  with  their  instructors,  and 
when  practicable,  visit  them  at  their  respective  places  of  study. 

4.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  make,  when  practicable, 
an  orderly  arrangement  of  the  business  to  be  transacted  at  each 
meeting  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Society. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Of  the  Treasury. 

1.  The  Treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  all  the  funds  belonging 
to  the  Society,  and  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  same,  showing 
by  whom,  and  for  what  purpose  they  were  given,  and  in  what  man¬ 
ner  they  have  been  expended.  He  shall  open  a  separate  account 
with  each  Branch  Society  and  with  each  Scholarship. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  invest  the  funds  of 
the  Society  in  the  safest  and  most  advantageous  forms;  but  no  per¬ 
manent  investment  shall  be  made  by  him,  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  committee. 

3.  No  money  shall  be  paid  by  the  Tre^urer  from  the  funds  of 
the  Society,  without  a  written  order  from  the  Board  of  Directors, 
signed  by  the  Chairman  or  Corresponding  Secretary. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  report  to  the  Board 
quarterly,  mentioning  particularly,  what  amount  there  is  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  time,  subject  to  the  immediate  disposal  of  the 
Board;  and  if  required,  he  shall  furnish  for  publication  a  complete 
list  of  all  donations  to  the  Society  within  the  last  quarter. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Of  Examining  Committees. 

1.  The  Board  shall  constitute  an  examining  committee,  before 
whom,  at  their  quarterly  meetings,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  June, 
September,  December,  and  March,  all  persons  desiring  the  aid  of 
the  Society,  within  a  reasonable  distance,  shall  be  expected  to 
appear. 

2.  When  any  Society  shall  have  been  received  by  a  vote  of  the 
Directors,  as  a  constituent  Branch  of  the  Parent  Society,  the  Board 
shall  proceed  immediately  to  appoint  a  third  person  of  their  exam¬ 
ining  committee,  as  provided  in  the  Constitution.  The  Board  may 
also  appoint  in  remote  sections  of  country,  where  no  Branch 
Society  exists,  a  discretionary  number  of  examining  committees. 
Every  examining  committee  shall  consist  of  three  persons. 

3.  When  a  young  man  who  wishes  the  Society’s  patronage, 
applies  for  examination,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  examining  com¬ 
mittee,  to  whom  application  is  made,  to  institute  a  faithful  inquiry 
concerning  the  testimonials  of  his  moral  and  religious  character ; 
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his  Christian  experience  ;  call  to  the  ministry  ;  motives  in  seeki no- 

•  •  •  •  ® 
an  education  for  the  Christian  ministry  ;  and  his  willingness  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  rules  of  the  Northern  Baptist  Education  Society.  If 
after  serious  and  thorough  examination  the  committee  shall  be  sat¬ 
isfied  that  the  applicant  possesses  the  character  and  qualifications 
required  of  beneficiaries  by  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the 
Society,  he  shall  be  admitted  on  probation  for  three  months,  or  if 
the  committee  be  any  other  than  the  Board  of  the  Parent  Society 
they  shall  recommend  the  applicant  to  the  Board  of  some  Branch 
Society,  if  the  individual  live  within  the  limits  of  any  Branch,  or  to 
the  Board  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  if  the  individual  be  found 
worthy,  he  shall  be  received  as  above  stated.  Examining  commit¬ 
tees,  in  their  recommendations  of  candidates,  should  give  as  full 
and  thorough  an  account  as  possible.  It  is  desirable  that  the  name, 
age,  residence,  church  connection,  and  literary  attainments  of  the 
applicant  be  stated,  as  well  as  the  more  important  facts  concern¬ 
ing  his  moral  and  religious  character,  call  to  the  ministry,  and 
prospect  of  usefulness. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Examining  Committees  to  endeavour 
to  impress  the  minds  of  those  who  apply  for  patronage,  with  a  deep 
sense  of  the  momentous  and  solemn  nature  of  their  undertaking,  to 
explain  to  them  the  principles  upon  which  appropriations  are  made 
by  this  Society,  and  to  apprize  them  of  the  necessity  which  the  reg¬ 
ulation  of  this  Society  lay  upon  them  of  making  vigorous  efforts  to 
assist  themselves. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Of  Beneficiaries. 

1.  Any  indigent  young  man,  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  may 
receive  the  patronage  of  this  Society,  provided  he  sustains  a  good 
moral  and  religious  character,  and  gives  satisfactory  evidence  of 
future  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 

2.  Any  person  desiring  the  aid  of  this  Society,  must  make  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  Board  at  their  quarterly  meeting,  or  to  some  exam- 
ing  committee.  Every  such  applicant  before  he  can  be  examined,, 
must  produce  a  certificate  from  the  church  of  which  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber,  signed  by  the  pastor  or  clerk,  and  one  or  more  of  the  deacons,, 
certifying  that  the  applicant  is  truly  indigent ;  that  he  possesses  an 
unblemished  moral  and  religious  character,  and  that  in  the  judg- 
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ment  of  the  church  he  is  designed  for  future  usefulness  as  a  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  gospel. 

3.  Every  beneficiary  shall  be  received,  except  in  special  cases, 
upon  probation  for  one  quarter.  His  reception  upon  probation 
shall  be  certified  to  him  in  the  following  form,  by  the  Correspond¬ 
ing  Secretary. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Northern 
Baptist  Education  Society,  held  in  on  the 

of  Mr. 

was,  after  the  usual  examination,  admitted  to  three  months’  proba¬ 
tion,  as  a  beneficiary  of  this  Society;  subject,  however,  to  all  the 
regulations  and  instructions  of  the  Board. 

At  the  end  of  the  quarter  he  shall  make  a  return  to  the  Board  in 
the  same  form  as  a  regular  beneficiary,  and  if  his  character  and 
proficiency  be  such  as  to  fulfil  the  expectations  of  the  Board,  he 
shall  be  admitted  as  a  regular  beneficiary,  and  shall  receive  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  same,  signed  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  after 
the  following  form. 

At  a  regidar  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Northern 
Baptist  Education  Society,  held  in  on  the 

of  Mr. 

having  sustained  the  character  of  a  probationer,  for  three  months, 
and  having  made  the  necessary  proficiency  in  the  studies  required, 
was  admitted  a  regular  beneficiary  of  this  Society. 

4.  Every  beneficiary,  in  each  stage  of  his  preparatory  studies, 
will  be  requested  to  make  to  the  Board,  quarterly,  a  written  declar¬ 
ation  that  it  continues  to  be  his  unwavering  purpose  to  devote  his 
life  to  the  gospel  ministry.  This  declaration  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  testimonial  from  his  instructer,  that  the  individual  or  individ¬ 
uals  in  question,  sustain  the  character  required  of  them  by  the  So¬ 
ciety,  and  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  in 
such  season  that  it  may  be  received  by  him  previously  to  the  quar¬ 
terly  meetings  of  the  Board. 

5.  Every  beneficiary  will  be  required  to  observe  the  rules  of  the 
Society  faithfully  and  promptly.  Any  violation  of  these  rules,  or 
of  the  laws  ol  an  Institution  of  which  a  beneficiary  is  a  member, 
will  subject  him  to  the  censure  of  the  Board. 

6.  Every  beneficiary  must  sustain  a  fair,  moral,  and  decidedly 
religious  character.  He  must  also  maintain  his  character  as  a 
scholar. 
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7.  No  beneficiary  will  receive  an  appropriation  who  shall  not 
make  a  return  quarterly,  according  to  the  directions  above. 

8.  Every  beneficiary  must  study  where  the  Board  direct,  and 
no  beneficiary  can  leave  an  Institution  where  the  Board  have  di¬ 
rected  him  to  study,  or  advance  from  one  stage  of  instruction  to 
another,  except  in  the  regular  course,  without  the  permission  of  the 
Board. 

9.  No  beneficiary  shall  be  absent  from  an  Institution  during 
term  time,  for  a  longer  period  than  one  month,  without  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Board. 

10.  If  any  regular  beneficiary  while  he  is  under  patronage, 
wishes  to  close  his  connection  with  the  Society,  he  shall  make 
known  his  wishes  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and,  provided  he 
has  maintained  the  character  required,  and  has  observed  the  rules 
of  the  Society,  he  shall  receive  an  honorable  dismission. 

11.  Beneficiaries  are  expected  to  make  piety  their  first  and 
chief  pursuit.  Without  deep  and  ardent  personal  religion,  all  liter¬ 
ary  and  scientific  attainments  will  be  comparatively  useless.  They 
are  advised  to  read  their  Bibles,  and  other  devotional  books  daily ;  to 
pray  much  and  often  in  their  closets ;  to  attend  prayer  meetings 
among  themselves,  and,  when  consistent,  conference  meetings  with 
the  people ;  to  set  apart  a  season  every  Lord’s  day  morning  for 
prayer  for  literary  Institutions,  and  especially  for  the  conversion  of 
their  fellow  students,  and  to  perform  every  other  duty  by  which 
their  own  piety  or  that  of  those  with  whom  they  associate  may  be 
increased. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Of  Scholarships. 

1.  A  scholarship  shall  consist  of  an  annuity  or  subscription  of 
75  dollars  per  annum. 

2.  In  cases  where  a  scholarship  is  founded  by  an  individual,  it 
shall  be  designated  by  the  name  of  the  donor,  unless  the  donor  shall 
affix  to  it  some  other  name.  And  where  a  scholarship  shall  be 
founded  by  an  Auxiliary  Society,  or  a  number  of  individuals,  it 
shall  be  called  by  such  name  as  they  may  agree  upon,  or  if  none  is 
given,  by  such  name  as  the  Directors  may  give  it. 

3.  Each  scholarship  shall  have  some  beneficiary  placed  upon  it 
as  soon  as  may  be,  after  it  is  established.  Donors  wishing  to  nom¬ 
inate  young  men  to  their  respective  foundations,  may  have  the  right 
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of  doing  so,  provided  the  persons  so  nominated,  shall  in  all  respects 
possess  the  character  and  qualifications  required  of  beneficiaries, 
and  shall  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  Society. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

Of  Appropriations. 

1.  .Appropriations  shall  be  made  at  each  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  Board,  to  all  such  students  as  have  made  their  regular  commu¬ 
nications  to  the  Board,  provided  they  continue  to  maintain  the 
character  and  standing  required  of  them  ;  but  in  no  case  will  an 
appropriation  be  made  to  a  student,  who  neglects  to  make  his  quar¬ 
terly  communication  to  the  Board  in  the  manner  provided  for  in 
the  fourth  section  of  the  fifth  chapter. 

2.  The  annual  amount  of  appropriations  to  young  men  under 
patronage  in  all  stages  of  their  education,  shall  be  seventy-five  dol¬ 
lars.  This  amount  shall  be  granted  quarterly  in  such  sums,  as  the 
Board  may  judge  proper. 

3.  Notice  of  appropriations  shall  be  given  to  young  men  as  ear¬ 
ly  after  being  made  as  shall  be  convenient,  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  who  shall  direct  where  and  how  the  funds  may  be  ob¬ 
tained. 

4.  On  receiving  his  successive  appropriations,  each  beneficiary 
shall  give  to  the  Treasurer,  or  to  some  person  designated  by  him, 
a  receipt  of  the  same,  after  the  following  form. 

Received  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Northern  Baptist  Education 
Society,  dollars  and  cents,  it  being  the  appropriation 

made  me  by  the  Board,  for  the  last  quarter. 

5.  It  is  distinctly  understood,  that  the  Society  consider  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  beneficiaries,  after  they  shall  have  completed  their  pre¬ 
paratory  studies,  to  make  every  prudent  exertion  to  refund  a  part  or 
the  whole  of  the  moneys  which  they  have  received  from  the  Society, 
as  God  by  his  gracious  providence  may  enable  them.  The  Board, 
however,  require  no  written  obligation  ;  they  choose  rather  to  refer 
it  to  the  piety,  good  sense,  and  honorable  feelings  of  those  who 
have  been  the  subjects  of  their  benefaction. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Of  Branch  Societies . 

1.  Branch  Societies,  it  is  expected,  will  be  confined,  ordinarily 
to  the  respective  States. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Branch  Societies,  aided  by  the  labours 
of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Parent  Society,  to  attend  to 
the  education  concerns  of  their  respective  States. 

3.  All  persons  wishing  aid,  who  reside  within  the  limits  of  any 
Branch  Society,  are  requested  to  apply  to  the  examining  committee 
of  that  Branch. 

4.  The  labours  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Board  of  the  Parent  Society,  shall  be  devoted,  with¬ 
out  distinction,  to  the  Parent  Society  and  its  respective  Branches, 
as  the  circumstances  of  each  may  require. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  each  Branch  Society  to 
meet  quarterly,  at  least  two  weeks  previous  to  the  second  Tuesday 
of  June,  September,  December,  and  March,  to  receive  the  returns 
of  beneficiaries  under  their  care;  make  appropriations;  admit  new 
applicants;  and  generally  to  attend  to  all  the  concerns  of  the 
Society. 

6.  The  Secretary  of  each  Branch  shall  make  a  communication 
immediately  after  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  to  the  Board  of  the 
Parent  Society,  stating  the  number  of  their  beneficiaries  ;  the  place 
of  their  study ;  the  amount  which  the  Branch  is  able  to  appropriate, 
and  the  amount  needed  to  make  up  the  usual  appropriation  to  each 
student;  and  he  shall  suspend  his  communication  to  the  beneficia¬ 
ries  of  each  Branch,  until  he  gets  a  return  from  the  Parent  Society. 

7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Branch  Society  to  report  their 
proceedings,  annually,  by  the  second  Tuesday  in  March,  to  the  Pa¬ 
rent  Society.  These  reports  shall  be  embodied  in  the  report  of  the 
Parent  Society,  and  circulated  among  the  members  of  the  respect¬ 
ive  Branches. 

8.  Surplus  funds  in  the  Treasury  of  each  Branch  Society  shall 
be  transmitted  to  the  general  Treasury  at  least  once  a  year. 

9.  These  By-laws  may  be  altered,  and  others  added,  as  the 
wants  of  the  Society,  and  the  better  experience  of  the  Board  may 
require. 
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The  following  Constitution  is  recommended  as  a  suitable  form 
for  a  Branch  Society. 

CONSTITUTION 

OF 

THE  - BRANCH  OF  THE  NORTHERN  BAPTIST  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 


Article  I.  This  Society  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the 
-  Branch  of  the  Northern  Baptist  Education  Society. 

Art.  II.  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  assist  in  acquir¬ 
ing  a  suitable  education,  such  indigent,  pious  young  men  of  the 
Baptist  denomination,  as  give  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are 
called  of  God  to  the  gospel  ministry. 

Art.  III.  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society, 
by  paying  annually  the  sum  of  one  dollar ;  or  a  member  for  life,  by 
paying  at  any  one  time  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice 
President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  five  Directors,  to  be  chosen 
annually,  by  ballot,  who  shall  together,  form  an  executive  Board 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  five  of  whom,  when  regularly  con¬ 
vened,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Art.  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  organize  immedi¬ 
ately  after  their  election,  and  appoint  two  of  their  number,  who 
together  with  a  third  person,  appointed  by  the  Parent  Society,  shall 
constitute  an  examining  committee.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of 
the  Board  to  take  measures  for  increasing  the  funds  of  the  Society  ; 
to  receive  beneficiaries,  and  assign  to  them  their  place  of  study ;  to 
make  appropriations  to  beneficiaries,  and  generally  to  conduct  all 
the  concerns  of  the  Society  ;  subject,  however,  to  the  general  rules 
of  the  Parent  Society,  and  in  conformity  wdth  the  essential  princi¬ 
ples  of  its  constitution. 

Art.  VI.  The  Board  shall  meet  quarterly  for  the  transaction 
of  business  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  May,  August,  November,  and 
February.  The  Secretary  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Board, 
at  the  written  request  of  any  two  Directors. 

Art.  VII.  The  Board  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies, 
which  may  occur  in  their  own  body,  until  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Art.  VIII.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Board  may  appoint.  Special  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Society  may  be  called  by  the  President,  at  the  written 
request  of  three  Directors. 

Art.  IX.  Any  alteration  may  be  made  in  this  constitution,  if 
recommended  by  the  Board,  by  a  vote  of  three  fourths  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present  at  an  annual  meeting. 
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CERTIFICATE, 

To  be  given  by  a  church  to  a  young  man  who  applies  for  patronage. 

/ 

This  certifies  that  Mr.  is  a  regular  member  of  the 

- Baptist  Church  in  this  town  ,  that  he  sustains  a  good 

moral  and  religious  character;  that  in  the  judgment  of  this  Church 
he  is  designed  by  the  Lord  for  the  Christian  ministry ;  and  that  he 
possesses  talents,  which,  with  a  good  education,  would  render  him 
useful  in  this  sacred  wrork.  He  is,  therefore,  recommended  to  the 
Northern  Baptist  Education  Society,  for  their  patronage. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the - Baptist  Church  in - 

Pastor. 

Clerk . 


FORMS  OF  BEQUEST. 

FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  FOR  IMMEDIATE  USE. 

Item.  I  give,  bequeath,  and  devise  to  the  “  Northern  Baptist 
Education  Society,”  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  pious  young  men  in 
obtaining  an  Education  for  the  Christian  ministry,  Dollars, 

to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Society,  within  months 

after  my  decease,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  uses  and  purposes  of  said 
Society. 

FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  FOR  THE  INCREASE  OF  THE 
PERMANENT  FUND. 

Item.  I  give,  bequeath,  and  devise  to  the  “Northern  Baptist 
Education  Society,”  the  sum  of  Dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  said  Society,  within  months  after  my  decease, 

in  sacred  trust  to  be  added  to  their  Permanent  Fund,  and  the  inter¬ 
est  or  annual  income  only  to  be  applied  to  the  uses  and  purposes  of 
said  Society. 

FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  FOR  A  SCHOLARSHIP. 

Item.  I  give,  bequeath,  and  devise  to  the  “Northern  Baptist 
Education  Society,”  the  sum  of  Twelve  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Society,  within  months 

after  my  decease,  to  be  held  in  sacred  trust  by  said  Society,  as  a 
permanent  foundation  for  a  Scholarship,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
donor,  unless  forbidden ;  and  the  interest  or  annual  income  only  to 
be  applied  for  the  education  of  a  Beneficiary. 

FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  TO  THE  NEWTON  THEOLOGICAL 

INSTITUTION. 

Item.  I  give,  bequeath,  and  devise  to  the  “  Newton  Theologi¬ 
cal  Institution,”  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  important  objects  of  said  Institution,  the  sum 
of  Dollars*  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Institution 
within  months  after  my  decease. 


NOTICE. 


•  i 

All  communications  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Northern  Baptist  Education  Society,  should  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  E.  Thresher,  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Lincoln 
fc  Edmands,  Boston,  No.  59,  Washington-Street. 
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